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REFINERY EXPANSION TOLD 
DURING PRESIDENT'S VISIT

Water Recedes; 
Evacuees Home

. Torrance was digging out over the week end after 
what most agree was the worst storm in the history of the 
city inundated large areas and drove scores of families from 
their homes.

As of Saturday, all evacuees had returned to their 
hor 
frl

New Cracking 
Unit Revealed

Plans lor the expansion of the General Petroleum Re­ 
finery by the addition of a new $7,500,000 gasoline crack­ 
ing unit were revealed here Saturday by President R.. L. 
Minckler, president of General Petroleum.

Funds for the multimiilion dollar expansion have been 
budgeted, hut no starting date
has been set, President. Minck-

aid.
Minckler revealed the plans 

to the HERALD Saturday dur­ 
ing an Inspection tour of the 
refinery with A. L. Nickerson, 
president of Socony Mobil Oil 
Co., parent organization of 
General petroleum.

At the same time, it was re­ 
vealed that the refinery hsd 
compiled a total of more than 
250,000,000 man-hours in the 
plant since the last time lost 
accident a new record at the 
local industry.

Amazed by Growth
Nickerson was malting Ws 

first visit to the local plant In 
five years, and was astonished 
with the growth In the Tor- 
ranca and Los Angeles area. He

Two Sisters 
Attacked Here

Two sisters, one 15, the other 
13, were reportedly attacked 
Friday night by two men, one 

yas apparently appre­
hended by Torra 

The girls said
nolle 

they
criminally assaulted in thi; Tor­ 
rance area, but details of the 
attacks .were not completed by 
police Saturday. One of the at­ 
tacks took place near 203rd St. 
and Arlington Ave,, a Juvenile 
officer said.

One of the suspects was 
being detained in Torrance 
City Jail Saturday, authorities 
said, while Juvenile officers 
were working to complete their 
investigation of the ntt.irk"

said the Mobllgas and other 
Mobil products were enjoying 
record sales in the West, and 
"was grcwing right along with 
California."

After touring the plant here, 
the party inspected the harbor
terminals, and then nt tc
Santa Fe Springs to Inspect 
production facilities.

Following their visit to Santa 
Fe Springs, It was announced 
that General Petroleum had a 
new discovery well there which 
had found oil In deeper strata 
than had been found previ­ 
ously.

'This could mean that there 
is a whole new oil field under 
the one that we have been 
working for years in that 
ar«a," Minckler said. 

Higher Octane
Elaborating on the expan­ 

sion plans for the Torrance re­ 
finery, Mdnclder said that a 
new Sova-former would be 
erected on the refinery site. 
The new catalytic reformer will 
permit the production of high­ 
er octane gasolines, he said.

Production at the refinery 
will be stepped up about 10,000 
barrels a day In the near fu­ 
ture, Minckler announced. With 
present < production running 
nearly 90,000 barrels a day, the 
new rates will approach 100,000. 
barrels a day, Refinery Man­ 
ager A. E. Thompson said.

Others visiting the refinery 
Saturday with Nicke

kle 
n, vic

Included T. P. Simp- 
president and director

Petroleum; R. E. Lau'terback, 
manager of manufacturing; C. 
M. Reading, manager of engi­ 
neering, and F. C. King, asslst- 
nip manager of the refinery.

HIGHWAY KEPAIHS BEGIN . . . State crews begin digging; 
down for Pacific Coast Hwy. In front of the \Valeria Post 
Office after tons of soil washed onto the roadway all but

halted traffic Itiurtday and Friday. One car was 
burled In the deep sand on the roadway and several had to 
he towed from the area during the two days.

Detectives are seeking a pair of knife-wielding men 
who kidnapped, robbed and beat a local shoe merchant lata 
Friday after forcing their way into his car at 190th St. and 
Crenshaw Blvd.

Police say that Lloyd Alien Merry, 42, of 5205 Me-
_-.-.-.. _.-_-_... riallan St., South Gate, who 

works In a shoe store at 3017 
W. 174th St., told Norwalk 
sheriff's deputies about the or­ 
deal late Friday night.

He said he was driving south 
on Crenshaw Blvd.. when he 
.stopped at 190th St. for a slg- 
mil. Two men came across the 
street, both with knives, and 
forced their way into his car,

ying, "move over, 
ting in."

Drive to Fields

re get­

The victim said one of the 
nn got behind the wheel of

ON KEHNEKV TOUB . . . A. R. Nickel-win 
MinokltM <f«U*r), president »' General Ivi. 
Thnmpuui, ehtM'k map of lh« refinery befor.- 
ler announced « huge expcntioa plsn during

rit of Sofnny Mnbll OH Co.; R. I,. 
.uwl Refinery Manager A. E. 

i tiib|K-f!ton tour Saturday. Mim'k-

outside. The suspects drove 
e,ast on 190th, past Nor- 

mandie Ave.. where they 
stopped in an area that was 
surrounded by fields. He told 
authorities that, they went 
through his wallet and took $57

ash and then beat him and 
kicked him.

They asked him where the 
rest of the money was, he said. 
Merry told authorities he usual­ 
ly takes store receipts to the 
bank on Friday hut that was 
not the c.-i- th.it <i.u- n w;.s 
when he f;ill.'.l i<> ">nn- up w"h 
any moiv numi-v th.-ii they 
began hentins him, he said. 

Go On to Norwalk
aid h« groggyMerry

from the beating but that the 
two put him back in the car 
and drove to the Norwalk area, 
where they stopped again. He 
said they assaulted him again 
and then took his c«r keys and 
tossed them away. They then 
left on foot, the victim said.

He told authorities he turned 
the car's headlights on and 
finally found the Ignition keys. 
He then drove to the Norwalk 
Sheriff's station and told his 
story.

Deputies notified Torrance 
officials of the Iddnap-rohhery, 
according to police reports

Ambulance 
Drivers Aid 
Stork Arrival
Two Wright's ambulance at­ 

tendants aided the stork early 
Saturday morning when they

Blvd. to help deliver a baby 
that just couldn't wait until she 
got to a hospital to make her

Charley Dusart and I<any 
Colley answered a call from po­ 
lice that Mrs. Frank J. Johnson, 
of 18720 Fonthlll, was giving 
birth to a baby In a car behind 
the North Torrance Post Office. 
Johnson called po'lc* shortly af­ 
ter midnight and asked for 
assistance   In a hurry.

Dusart and Colley helped de­ 
liver the baby, a girl, and rush­

bor General Hospjtal. They said
both re doing gr

two ambulanc
day morning It

aid

first time they had assisted 
with a delivery while working 
for Wright's. But both said 
they had been called to help 
the stork arrive "about. 10" 
times before.

Four Injured 
I-. Traffic

Four persons were hurt in a 
traffic crash Friday afternoon 
at Carson Stt and Elllnwood 
Dr., according to pollc* reports.

Taken to Harbor General 
Hospital with Injuries were 
Steve T. Perry, 35; Steve L. Per. 
ry, 5, and Sandy Prevail, 31, all 
of San Pedro. A fourth injured 
party, Howard W. Hirdlor, 26, 
of Wllmlngton, was taken to 
Torrance Emergency Medical

Wrtght's and South Bay am 
balances answered the call ai 
ter the accident.

Police reports Indicate that

Groundbreaking 
For New Center 
Delayed a Week

Ground breaking ceremonies 
for life new multi-million dollar 
South Bay Shopping Center at 
174th and Hawthorne, originally

and relatives. Begin­ 
ning early Thursday morning, 
howewr, more than 140 persons 
which represented half a him- 

| dred families were brought into 
an emergency disaster center 
set up In the American Legion 
Hall, 1109 Border Ave.

During the rampaging storm. 
Governor Knight declared Tor­ 
rance a disaster area and or­ 
dered out the National Guard 
to aid city and Red Cross 
force,! In evacuating flood 
striken residential areas. 

Arm Hit Hard
Hardest hit was the area 

west of Crenshaw in north Tor­ 
rance centering around 168th 
St. and Elgar. The homes 
throughout the area were Inun­ 
dated as the Domlnguez Chan­ 
nel, county flood control proj­ 
ect, proved Inadequate to carry 
off ihe storm waters accumulat­ 
ing from a rain which measured 
8.53 Inches In about 3fi hours.

Other areas evacuated includ­ 
ed the 188th and Crenshaw rest- 
dentlal district and several resi­ 
dential areas cast of Torrance 
as far as Domlnguez.

Rescue teams which included 
the Guard, city police officers, 
reserve police officers, members 
of the Torrance Mounted Police, 
nnd volunteers numbering Into 
Ihe hundreds moved Into the 
il.mtled areas and assisted fam­ 
ilies in getting out, of their 
homos-by boat and truck. Evac- 
nation operations hngan about 
5 a.m., Thursday, after It hnd 
rained hard all nlprtH. and the

levels in the residential streets. 
Life Guard* Help

During Thursday morning, 
members of the County life, 
(niard crew moved Into the 
north Torrance area In an ef- 
fort to relieve the blocked chan­ 
nel .lust east of Crennhaw nea 
Ififlth St. Divers went Into thi 
raging torrent* and hooked 
chains onto logs, fe 
other material which was block- 
Ing the channel and pulled 
much of the debris out. Water 
began receding In the area 
south of the channel immedi­ 
ately.

In the meantime, the heavy 
downpour proved the first real 
test of the city's Civil Defense 
disaster program.

Early Thursday morning the 
disaster plan went Into effect, 
with the control center set up 
at City Hall, City Manager 
George Stevens and George

scheduled for 11:30 today

Hirdler, who wa 
the vehicles

driving one

left turn on Carson when his
car and » ehlcle driven by
Stova T. Perry eolllded.

have been postponed one week, 
it was announced Saturday by 
Robert Adier, manager.

Civic personalities of Tor­ 
rance and surrounding commu­ 
nities will attend the event, her­ 
alded as one of the most im­ 
portant commercial milestones 
in the history of the area. A 
huge May Co. store will key­ 
stone the shopping center which 
eventually will have more than 
30 stores and a recreation cen­ 
ter. The project is under the 
supervision of the Brody Invest­ 
ment Co. of Berorly Hills.

Man Dies 
From 3-Year 
Old Injury

A Lawndale man who suffer­ 
ed a brain Injury while working 
In a plant here more than three 
years ago died Thursday after­ 
noon at Torrance Memorial 
Hospital.

Funeral services are pending 
at a Hawthorne mortuary for 
Matthew Valko. 49, of 4132 W. 
162nd St., who succumbed to an 
injury'he received while work- 
Ing at the Ideco plant In May, 
1952. The plant since has pull­ 
ed out of this area.

I/ical authorities said the 
man was hit on the head and 
lay In a coma for a short time 
after the accident. He was 
transferred to a Ixing Beach

Novi-nihcr of l.i.st yea r, h u t 
grew steadily worse, authorities 
tiald. 

Complete details of the a rot-

the plant hai
vailabln 

moved Its

and slstantPowi
director respectively of Civil 
Defense here, swung Into action 
about B a.m.

Phones Opened
By that time a special switch­ 

board had been set up and calls 
offering assistance to evacuat­ 
ed families ifare being handled 
with rapidity. Powell said It 
was Impossible to accurately 
measure the number of Indl 
vlduals and groups who called 
offering assistance, in the form 
of shelter, food, clothing, vehi­ 
cles and other badly needed 
help.

Amateur radio operators,

which numbered 10 at, the 
height of dlBaster proceedings, 
were notified and came from as 
' r away as El Segundo to help.

Reserves Called 
Traffic control and evacua­ 

tion aid was established by the 
police department, who called 
ml 23 Of the police reserve 
nf-mbers to take part, including 
line mounted police. Police 
Iso used walkle -talxtp equip- 
f.ent in keeping constant con- 
o.ct with them-Tlvcr,. evacuees 
nd other persons in need of 

assistance, and disaster head- 
mrters at City Hnll. 
By this time the shelter pro­ 

gram went Into effect, with cen-

Leglon Hull, Moose Lodge, Civic 
itorliim, Nativity Church 

Annex, and Methodist Church, 
t only the Legion Hall was 
>d during the assistance pro­ 

gram. Red Cross officials were 
notified and they Immediately 

'lit out. crews to aid In th« 
edlng and sheltering of some 

of the victims. '
And the Fire Department also 
as called out In force. Firemen 

aided police and other authori­ 
ties In general mopping up and 
help for the needy. The fire­ 
men, too, used walkie-talkies

Two Injured as 
Slick Pavement 
Causes Crashes

Traffic crashes injured two 
people in Torrance Thursday as 
wet brakes and slick pnvcmojits 
caused many a fender to bump 
another in the worst rain storm 
In years.

Six-year-old Ruston Ixiu Bet. 
singer, of 247 Calle dn Madrid. 
was treated at Pacific Medical 
Center for Injuries received In 
a two-car crash Thursday morn- 
Ing.

Police reports indicate that 
cars driven by Maria Roberta 
Betslnger, 40, of 247 Calle de;" 
Madrid, and Blondena Lou Van 
Volkenburg, 28, of 113 Calle de 
Arholes, collided shortly after 9 
a.m. at Via Cdlusa and Via 
Sevllla.

A Redondo man, David G. 
Parras, 24, was taken to Hnrbor 
General Hospital with injuries 
after vehicles driven by Hufflne 
H. Burke, 59, of 24434 Ward St.. 
and Delgado R. Guiterrcz, 24. of 
Redondo, were involved In a col. 
llslon Thursday night at Haw- 
thorne and Lomlta Blvds.

The Injured man loportedly 
suffered minor hurts.

Police said the brake-
Guiterrez i  ent out.

of the 
md the

vehicle ran a stop sign and 
crashed Into the other vehicle. 
Burke's car was southbound on 
Hawthorne and the Guiterrez 
auto was going west on I,omlta 
at the time of the mishap, po­
lice aid.

Rain Fell in Torran(t)ce
BV MILDRED HUNT

Mother Nature was putting 
on a show- a real show, some­ 
what like a three ring circus 
with the same split-second 
timing. The scene was Tor- 
ranee and the star performer 
was the rain. Acting In sup­ 
porting roles were the Civil 
Defense, Police, Red Cross, 
National Guard, Frog Men, 
and 'County Life Guards.

The scene opened on what

fall. Raincoats, umbrellas, and 
the usual foot covering were 
the costumes worn by the per­ 
formers. Then there was a 

of scene and the gen- 
turned into solid cello

change

tended its perfor 
homes to compet. 
vision. Floors hoc; 
with the swirling 
furniture he'gn n 
French leave.

Then, as though by 
there appeared on thi 
groups of supporting perform 
ers who went into Intenslv

They wore costumes c 
white helmets, blue uniform!

with tele, 
ic covered 
tuff and

aglc, 
icene

phr

went on.
4 -A-

Liquid sunshin 
streets anrl in,-n, 
them Intn ' 
Gondolas 
form of ii 
Ducks, turned io 
swirling waters, 
fler as they cav

They hegln to resi

ns,- liy the 
quacked In 
rted In the

tlons and recorda to Texas.

A.-* mi- i.in i .>, I opens, the 
water Handing the streets 
was not content to remain In 
 uch a dormant role but ex-'

cast a warm, sunny smile of 
appreciation Mehts went on 
and the .VH........       '  
return >-i .- 
exlfrfemv 

Th« pl:ii i i


